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CHAPTER 2

The Empire, the Raj and the Cattle:
Fathoming the Calcutta Epizootic of
1864 and Cattle Diseases in Nineteenth
Century Bengal

Apalak Das

ABSTRACT

The colonial state had initially contemplated about and
prioritized the cattle protection, especially in 1860s,
when the cattle disease in Calcutta and its suburbs
spread rapidly and caused immense fright amongst the
European population. The cattle plague, which was one
of the major public health issues not only in the Raj but
in the entire Empire, had generated a popular disquiet
regarding ‘meat consumption’. During the nineteenth
century, the increasing urban consumption of dairy
products including meat and the domestication of cattle
triggered the risk of contagion from infected animals to
human. The scholars have also pointed out that due to
the repeated occurrence of rinderpest or cattle plague,
the reputation and status of veterinaries had largely
enhanced, and eventually this profession was formally
institutionalized. To some extent, it compels us to assume
that the colonial concern on ‘saving’ the cattle medically
had inspired the early nationalists to begin a ‘cultural
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EDITORIAL

Author: Dr. Sarmila Paul

Bionote: Dr. Sarmila Paul is presently teaching
as an Assistant Professor at the Department of
English, Rani Birla Girls’ College affiliated to the
University of Calcutta. She has been awarded
her Doctoral degree by the Department of
English, University of Kalyani, India on
Translation Studies in 2019. Her areas of
interests are Literature of the Renaissance and
the Romantic period, Translation studies,
Postcolonial studies, Gender studies, Film and
Media Studies.
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Name of the conference: International Conference of Bangiya Itihas Samiti Kolkata held at
Surendranath College, Kolkata on 25th and 26th March 2022

Title of the proceedings of conference: Eshana 2

Title of chapter: Construction of Nation through Service: Gandhi Seva Sangh and All India
Village Industries Association

Author: Sayantani Maitra

Publication Level: National

Name of Publisher: Bangiya Itihas Samiti Kolkata,
Year of Publication: 2022

ISBN: 978-81-961439-0-9
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Construction of Nation through
Service: Gandhi Seva Sangh and
All India Village Industries Association
Sayantani Maitra®

Abstract: Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi's entry in Indian politics changed
the course of India's freedom struggle from 1920s onwards to a distinet
direction hitherto unperceived. This happened owing to his placing village and
its reconstruction at the core of nation's building process. Gandhi had
throughout prioritized a w ide-ranging socio-cconomic freedom as he
envisioned that fight for only political freedom would doom future India’s
progress. This vision was turned into action more articulately from 1930s
onwards as he discerned that only Khadi, his one of the major symbols of
unification and economic self sufficiency, could not effectiv cly contribute in
nation’s construction process. For a comprehensive growth of India he
accentuated an all-around development for India’s villages through removal of
untouchability, Basic National Education, prohibition, village health and
hygiene, communal unity, other village industries, village sanitation etc. All
these produced Gandhi's concept of Constructive Work or Constructive
Programme which was determined to be apolitical in nature since its inception
This notion led him foregrounding establishment of voluntary organisations
and associations free from the purview of deep rooted political organisations
like Congress. The following article will talk about two such associations.
namely Gandhi SevaSangh and All India Village Industries Association. These
'Wo associations flourished as a result of Gandhi's political frustration and
realisation after disbanding Civil Disobedience movement. Besides discussing
Objectives, activities and persistent factionalism within these two associations,
the article wil] a1so Iry 1o situate these two apolitical bodies within the notional
Puview of the Constructive Work.

qu, Mahatma Gandhi, Congress, Village, Constructive Work,
MNI India Village Industries Association
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il Interrogating Crises and Configuring Responses : Indian Perspectives
Editorial Note

Section |

Very few events in history have so far been successful in invoking the
collective sense of human experiences. In modern times most often
this sense of collectiveness is rather invoked through different forms
of media. In the last century such a global media sensation was Apollo
11’s landing on the moon followed by the first human stepping on its
surface. It was watched live by 600 million people globally.' The Corona
virus or Covid-19, which first broke out in China in 2019, later turning
into a global pandemic by the turn of the year and affecting all types
of stability starting from mental health to socio-economic security, is

one such phenomenon of bringing together that sense of togetherness.

In social media a hash tag stating ‘we are together in this’ had gone
viral even. India is no exception where this pandemic till now has
claimed 504,078 lives, while 42,339,611 people have so far been infected,
according to official report.? Every conspicuous and inconspicuous
aspect of an Indian’s life has been pricked by this virus’s tentacles,
leaving many lives and their memories altered permanently. Indians
with deep rooted socio-economic backgrounds have managed to survive
through it. However people living at the edge of our society were
blown away when the virus first struck India. We had watched in
2020 many such pictures in various news channels which made us
learn how far vulnerability, insecurity and an empty stomach could
push someone to the gloomiest corner. The pandemic have pushed
about 32 million Indians out of the middle class, undoing years of
economic gains, lowering down nation’s standard of living altogether.’
During the first four phases of the lockdown, Indian women filed more
domestic violence complaints than recorded in a similar period in the
last 10 years.*A generation of young learners is also gravely impacted
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